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In the Loop 

             
Bringing the Aleutians East Borough, the AEB School District and Eastern Aleutian Tribes 

together by sharing common goals. 

 

Izembek and Alaska Peninsula Refuge Enhancement Act 

Passes in Senate as Part of the Public Lands Package 

  

King Cove, AK – Jan. 15, 2009 – Community leaders from 

King Cove, Alaska and the Aleutians East Borough are 

praising the Alaska Delegation after the Izembek and Alaska 

Peninsula Refuge Enhancement Act passed in the Senate on 

Jan. 15, 2009 as part of the landmark Omnibus Public Lands 

Package (S. 22). The Public Lands Bill passed 73 to 21. The 

package includes many new wilderness areas and additions to 

national parks. The Enhancement Act would increase the size 

of the Izembek and Alaska Peninsula Wildlife Refuges by 

more than 61,000 acres in exchange for a small, narrow road 

corridor (206 acres) leading from the remote community of 

The U.S. Senate voted 73 to 21 to pass 

the Omnibus Public Lands Package. 
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King Cove to an all-weather airport in Cold Bay, Alaska. 

“We are so grateful to Senator Lisa Murkowski (R – Alaska), Rep. Don Young (R – Alaska), 

Sen. Mark Begich (D – Alaska) and 

former Senator Ted Stevens,” said King 

Cove Mayor Ernest Weiss. “We 

wouldn’t have made it this far without 

their support. This life-saving 

legislation means so much to the people 

of our community and to future 

generations. They deserve to have safe, 

affordable, dependable surface 

transportation access for health, safety 

and quality of life.”  

“This bill would not be possible without 

the support of Governor Sarah Palin and 

her predecessor, Frank Murkowski,” 

said Aleutians East Borough Mayor Stanley Mack. “Alaska is a full participant in this proposed 

exchange and we could not do this without the state’s support. We are also thankful to Hawaii 

Senator Daniel Akaka who signed on as a co-sponsor of the Senate bill,” Mayor Mack added. 

“Senator Akaka sympathizes with the community and understands this is a health and safety 

matter for the indigenous people of King Cove. We recognize that the Izembek wilderness is a 

special place. The Aleut people have been excellent stewards of the land for thousands of years, 

and we will continue to do so.”  

“We are giving up an unprecedented amount of valuable habitat land for a road corridor through 

the wilderness to the Cold Bay airport,” said Della Trumble, member of the King Cove 

Corporation. “This land is who we are. But it’s worth it if we can protect the health and safety of 

residents who need to be medevaced out of the community. This bill would also dramatically 

improve the quality of life of the mostly Aleut residents living in King Cove by providing us 

with a reliable and safe link to the outside world. This is a monumental step forward.” 

Read more 

 

 

 

King Cove, Alaska 

http://www.aleutianseast.org/index.asp?Type=B_PR&SEC=%7b4625D388-43A1-4E17-A354-F5F12E4E7205%7d&DE=%7bA47164ED-851B-47F6-AD8B-E63347B3CA78%7d
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Sand Point’s New Wharf Completed 

 

After three months of construction, the 

Sand Point wharf within the new boat 

harbor has been completed by Western 

Marine.  

“This project was completed within budget 

at record-setting time,” said AEB 

Administrator Sharon Boyette. 

The 18-acre boat harbor extension is intended to 

accommodate larger vessels, freeing up space for the 

smaller vessels at the old wharf.  

The cost of the wharf construction project was $2.98 

million. The next phase of the new harbor will include 

placement of floats.  Shaun McFarlane of URS 

Engineering was in Sand Point on Wednesday, Jan. 21, 

2009 to discuss float placement with the community.  

 

Repairs on Hovercraft Shelter 

Tent Are Scheduled 

 to Begin This Week 

 

Repairs on the tattered and weakened hovercraft 

shelter tent in King Cove are expected to begin this 

week. More severe weather than was anticipated this 

The next phase of the new harbor includes the placement 

of floats. 

Western Marine completed the Sand Point 

wharf within the new boat harbor in three 

months. 

Repairs to the hovercraft shelter tent are expected to 

cost the Borough approximately $32,000. 
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winter caused significant damage to the tent’s framework and outside fabric. As a result, the tent 

shelter framework was flexing and moving in an accordion-like fashion. Fabric on the outside 

was rubbing across the metal framework causing it to break in several places and the fabric to 

tear. Repairs consist of replacing 3 – 8 roof panels (exterior roof, side walls and addition of 

insulation) to stabilize the inner panels. A steel tubing stiff leg will be installed to prevent flexing 

of the framework. Approximately 128 sets of cables will be installed to cross brace the trusses 

(arched members that the fabric is stretched over) to help prevent the accordion-like motion. The 

improved roof panels, additional bracing and insulation will cost the Borough approximately 

$32,000 plus freight.     

 

Borough Hosts Retirement Party 

 for Former Administrator Bob Juettner 

 

After 17 years on the job, Bob Juettner 

retired as the Borough’s administrator on 

Dec. 30, 2008, but not without a proper send-

off. The AEB hosted a retirement party for 

Bob at the Anchorage office on Dec. 30, 

2008. Dozens of colleagues and family 

members showed up to show their 

appreciation and to wish Bob well. The 

Borough presented Bob with a special 

plaque, recognizing him for his exemplary vision, fiscal 

development, legislative acumen and extraordinary leadership.  

The AEB also presented him with a beautiful hand-carved 

wooden Aleut hat. The visor, with its unique design and color, 

was created by Unalaska Aleut artist Okalena Patricia Lekanoff-

Gregory. Bob will continue to work part-time as a consultant for 

the Borough. He will also continue to be involved with several 

projects, including plans for gas and oil development in the North 

Aleutian Basin and efforts to build a road from King Cove to the 

Cold Bay Airport.   

The Borough hosted a retirement party for 
former Administrator Bob Juettner after 17 
years on the job. 

The AEB 

presented Bob 

with a special 

plaque. 

Bob admires his gift from the Borough, a 

hand-carved wooden Aleut hat. 
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AEB Hires Ted Meyer to Serve as  

Community Development Coordinator 

 

The Borough is pleased to announce that Ted Meyer 

has recently joined the AEB staff in Anchorage, filling 

the position of Community Development Coordinator. 

Ted’s previous experience includes serving as the 

Development Planner for the Native Village of Afognak 

in Kodiak and as the Senior Transportation planner for 

Kawerak in Nome. Ted has extensive experience 

writing transportation and local economic development 

plans for rural Alaska. Ted’s expertise also includes 

grant writing. He wrote successful applications which 

resulted in additional project funding from the Denali 

Commission for transportation construction projects. 

Ted’s major accomplishments include writing “The 

Native Village of Newtok – A Background for Relocation” report.  

Ted’s first visit to the Borough occurred this week, when he traveled to King Cove for the 

Borough Assembly meeting.  We look forward to working with Ted on a variety of Borough 

projects.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ted Meyer is the Borough's Community 

Development Coordinator. 
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Akutan Hires Elvi Gray-Jackson  

as City’s New Finance Manager  

 

The City of Akutan is pleased to announce that Elvi Gray-Jackson has been 

hired as its Finance Manager, beginning work in the Anchorage office on 

January 12, 2009. As the former Director of the Anchorage Assembly’s 

Budget and Legislative Office, a Senior Policy and Budget Analyst, the 

Director of Joint Internal Projects for Municipal Light and Power, and 

Manager of the operations of the Alaska Railbelt Energy Authority, Elvi 

brings a wealth of experience and expertise in accounting and budgeting to 

her position.  Elvi also serves as Anchorage’s liaison to the National 

League of Cities and has received the highest level of certification of 

achievement with that national organization. 

 

 

King Cove Fisherman Launches State’s Largest 

 58-Foot Limit Seiner 

 

 

 

After five months of hard work, King Cove 

resident Alvin (A.J.) Newman, owner of the 

F/V Lady Lee Dawn, launched his new-and-

improved fishing vessel in Lenard Harbor this 

week.  Newman’s boat is now the biggest 58-

foot limit seiner in Alaska after he added five 

feet in width on both sides of the vessel.  

King Cove Fisherman Warren Wilson 

conducted the design work and welding. The 

Elvi Gray-Jackson is 

Akutan’s new Finance 

Manager.  

A.J. Newman's vessel, the F/V Lady Lee Dawn, has 

become the largest 58-foot limit seiner in Alaska. 
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additional 10 feet in width has provided more 

stability to the F/V Lady Lee Dawn.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Upcoming Fish Meetings: 

 

North Pacific Fishery Management Council Agenda:   

 Feb. 2 – 10, 2009 – Renaissance Hotel – Seattle, WA 

Major Issues:  

 Salmon Bycatch 

 Amendment 80 

 BSAI Fixed Gear 

 GOA Sideboards 

 BSAI Crab Issues 

 

Link to NPFMC Agenda  

The extensive work to the F/V Lady Lee Dawn took five 

months to complete. 

http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/npfmc/agendas/209agenda.pdf
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Alaska Board of Fisheries:  

 

Jan. 21 – 27, 2009 – Sons of Norway Hall – Petersburg, AK 

Southeast and Yakutat crab, shrimp, misc. shellfish (including Dungeness, King and Tanner) 

 

 

Feb. 17, 26, 2009 – Centennial Hall - Sitka, AK 

Southeast and Yakutat finfish (including salmon, herring and groundfish) 

Comment deadline: Feb. 3, 2009 

Link to Board of Fisheries Calendar 

 

 

Deadline reminder for salmon and groundfish proposals: April 3, 2009  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.boards.adfg.state.ak.us/fishinfo/meetinfo/fcal.php
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Other Meetings & Conferences: 

  

SWAMC  Energy Workshop 

Jan. 28, 2009 – Hotel Captain Cook – Anchorage, AK 

 

Link to SWAMC Energy Workshop 

 

 

SWAMC Economic Summit and Membership Meeting 

 

Jan. 29 – 30,  2009 – Hotel Captain Cook – Anchorage, AK 

 

Link to SWAMC - More info 

 

 

Link to Economic Summit Agenda 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.swamc.org/images/stories/finalagenda.pdf
http://www.swamc.org/
http://www.swamc.org/images/stories/draft%20%20swamc%20agenda.pdf
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Alaska Village Initiatives Gears up for 18
th

 Annual 

Rural Small Business Conference 

 

 

Alaska Village Initiatives is preparing to host its 18
th

 Annual Rural Small Business Conference 

Feb. 10 – 12, 2009 at the Sheraton Anchorage Hotel. The focus will be on small business and the 

theme is “Challenging Your Economy”. The conference provides participants the opportunity to 

network with other businesses, rural and urban, and discuss topics that relate to businesses, 

communities and local economies. The conference also features a Marketplace Tradeshow where 

local businesses can showcase their products/services to rural Alaskans.  

For more information, visit the link:  Info on 18th Annual Small Business Conference   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.alaskavillageinitiatives.com/shop/scripts/conferenceinfo.asp
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Deadline Approaching to Get Your Favorite Recipe 

 into the Sand Point Women’s Club Cookbook  

  

 

You have one week left to get your favorite recipes into the Sand 

Point Women’s Club cookbook. The group is working on 

republishing their cookbook, and is looking for more of your best 

recipes.  This cookbook has been a favorite for over 20 years. Now 

it’s your chance to share your tried-and-true recipes to be included in 

the next version.  You can submit your recipes to Karen Johansen by sending an email to 

karenj@eatribes.net. You can also fax recipes to (907) 383-6078 or mail them to P.O. Box 15, 

Sand Point, AK 99661.  Please include your name with your recipe. Recipes will be accepted 

until January 31, 2009.   

 

 

Got News?  

If you have news you’d like to share, please email ltanis@aeboro.org and 

ccorbridge@aeboro.org. 

 

Thank you for reading In the Loop. If you would like to subscribe or unsubscribe, 

please send an email to ltanis@aeboro.org.  

mailto:karenj@eatribes.net
mailto:ltanis@aeboro.org
mailto:ccorbridge@aeboro.org
mailto:ltanis@aeboro.org

